Echocardiographic guidance of catheter-based treatments of atrial septal defect: transesophageal echocardiography remains the gold standard.
The availability of echocardiographic imaging to the catheterization laboratory has been recognized as an essential component of every congenital heart program for almost 30 years. The imaging data that are uniquely available using this technique may be used to plan the catheterization procedure; to add insights regarding valve anatomy and chordal insertions and myocardial performance; to assist in the identification of pericardial effusions; and to provide additional guidance for the performance of pericardiocentesis.